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Ollie, Coco, and Brian are still struggling to lead normal lives
after their show down with the Smiling Man. On their way to
the grand opening of a new ski lodge on Hemlock Mountain,
paranormal activity begins to haunt them. Coco has a dream
about the Smiling Man, and as they approach the lodge she sees
a mysterious skier in a blue jacket in the middle of the road.
The collection of taxidermy animals at the lodge keep changing
positions, and the hallway on the second floor is very eerie.
When the only other guest at the lodge reveals himself to be the
Smiling Man, Ollie is manipulated into a trap inside the mirrors.
The friends use their intelligence to outwit the Smiling Man and
pull Ollie back into the real world, but even as they celebrate their
triumph, the Smiling Man hints that the game is not over yet.
The second book in this series delivers thrills and chills for middle
grade readers. Arden has a gift for creating creepy challenges
for her characters to solve. Hidden in these scares are several
positive themes. Ollie is thrown off by the developing relationship
between her father and Coco’s mother, and the description of her
feelings are realistic and relatable for many readers. Ollie and
Coco are courageous, and Coco’s reliance on her intelligence is a
positive message for girls and boys alike. These character traits
show readers that problems can be solved, and you don’t have
to be an athlete to have worth. This story full of ghosts, natural
disaster, and courage is highly recommended for children who
don’t scare easily.
*Contains mild violence.
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